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£ Soviet Contact With Radio Liberty Employees 


ACTION REQUIRED - REFERENCES 


1* A copy of the attached self explanatory letter was received from the 
Madrid representative of Radio Liberty on 9 April 1970* The Madrid representative 
confessed to a certain uneasiness regarding the developments cited in the letter 
but stated that he did not believe RL's employees could be restricted in their 
personal off-duty contacts* 

IkMM 

2 :U Expressed its concern over these developments and pointed 

out to % the Madrid representative that Radio Liberty and its personnel were 
certainly a prime target of the Soviet services* It accordingly should be 
assumed that the Soviets would seek to exploit these contacts with RL 
personnel to their advantage* Such exploitation could run from simple elicitation 
of information regarding RL and its personnel to subversion or recruitment of RL 
personnel — and conceivably even sabotage* 

3. Noting that the Gerona police had not received the requested guidance 

from the Madrid police and noting that RL in Spain depends upon the Ministry of 
Information and Tourism,^ yn recommended to the Madrid representative 

that he bring this problem to the attention of the Ministry, suggesting that the 
Ministry would wish to consult the police regarding these developments. 

Anticipating that some of the RL employees might invite Soviets to the site or 
th^t the Soviets might seek to visit the site on their own initiative,^ 

I Jfurther recommended that the manager of the station immediately ” inform 

'"'the employees that Soviets would not be admitted to the station. The Madrid 
representative accepted both recommendations and said he would act on them 
promptly* 

4. It is presumed that RL Headquarters or RL Munich will, if they have not 
done so already, provide further guidance to the local RL on this matter. _Any _ 
guidance which Headquarters may wish to pass to the Madrid representative^ 

u .3 will be welcome* — ' 


5* If you are not already in touch with) 

it is recommended you contact horn to keep an eye on developments eC 
guidance* 
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Playa do Pals 

l kpxn 1970 

Hr# Andro Tedlgaroff 
Assistant to tho President 
Radio Liberty Cb:nMtVOO, Zoo# 

30 East 42nd 7 Stroet * 

How York, How York 

Roar Andro, 

On 15 March a Soviet cargo ship carrying a load of wood £br a 
Corona paper fhoioty arrived in Fal&mos ‘©nd remained until tho 
19th# During tho course of ito stay tho crew enjoyed tho relaxed 
and hospitablo policy adopted by tho Spanish officials and had 
voxy considerable oentaot ashore and to a lessor extant aboard 
tho chip with the Rusoiaa-epeaklng employees of our Program Coor- 
dination Department# 

One individual in particular, Victor Sionldovich, wont on 0 kind 
of emotional binge, Inviting the orew members to hie home, drink- 
ing excessively with them in looal bora and, finally, seeing the 
boat off with a email gift for each of the 25 oombors of tho crew# 
Anorico ftetnandos also had theta to hie homo in Palaaoa and Consuolo 
Arguolloo brought a email group of thorn as fhr oa LLafTonoh in her 
oar,; driven by her husband, Arturo Dias del Rool, a member of our 
tochnioal staff# 


Although in on interview with mo after tho sMp sailed Slenldovloh 
at first admitted that tho crow loaned hie £U11 name and where he 
voxka and then tried to oonvinoo mo that that vast not the ease, one 
of tho other ooployooo, the repatriate Soot Colaart, stated that 
queries put to Mm by the crew when he approached tho ship revealed 
that they had obtained said datefc ? 

■ , < • 1 • • .• 
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SionldLovich advised me' ;«aa oh its way and this was 

oan firmed with tho arrival yesterday , 6 April, of tho same# The pre- 
vious evening I hod briefed Hose Holla, who had arrived from Paris, on 
tho situation# My specific 004100 m in so far ad Max was involved was 
that nothing bo done vliioh might oauoe oribarraoenont to our host gov- 
ernment# Through Hernando Pilol Z Mid in tho meantime attempted to 
dotorraine what the Spanish official position is to bo in those matters# 
The Corona police ohlof was advised of the contacts that our peoplo 
had had, the ooaplote liberty of movement tint the Soviets had enjoyed. 


eto# Friol* in Ms capacity as a member of the Spanish police, suggested 
that greater vigilance be o£fciHdd‘ to the novomente of those people but 
not in the form of a request from KL booauso X did not wont us to hove - 
made a recommendation counter to' what might turn out to be tho official, 
considered policy of tbo government# The Corona police requested Madrid 
for guidance but .have boon grootod with total silence, even os late as 
today following their report to Madrid that tho second ship hoe arrived*. 



. 1 
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Tho aooond part of try briefing of Max consisted of filling him in on the 
various shades of politioal di fforonoo among our Russian-speaking per- 
sonnel# I was osaistod in this by Paul Horth, who accompanied to to the 
mooting with. Max on Sunday# Max oamo out to tho station yootordsy and 
debriefed Arguollos and Homondos# Vhon ho mot with OlcnldLovoioh later 
in the day, for the latter was off end had to bo advised by special moss— 
anger to meet Rolls in Palamos, Sionkiovioh bad already mads oentaot with 
the new ship and was la a bit of a hurry baeauae ho and the eaptala and 
first mi* wore to meet for drinks shotUy. thereafter# 
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SionldLovioh adviced Max that tbp two chips hod oat in Gibraltar 
a ft or the firot ono sailed and that thd -eooond ship was, consequently! 
bxiofod on tho rathor interesting oxporienoo of tho firot* Max is 
quite anxious to exploit those oosi tacts end has, apparently, coma to 
tho oanoluoien tliat Slonkioviah is his boat bot for tho purpoooo. 

Max called Paul Morth this nomine bofbro looking for Barcelona and 
Paid 0 to ooy ijiai ha not with Sionkiovich this morning and, together, 
not tho captain and first officor. Max had specifically told no that 
ho would not make any ouch contact. Ho atatod that ho thought it would 
bo a good idoa if SionldLovioh oould got aboard to attend a dinnor party 
and rooocEtondod that wo intervene to got tho Marino Commandant to change 
his orders in this rospoat. X have dooidod not to do so sinoo X do not 
fool that ML should at this tins toko ouch a positive official stop un- 
til both wo and tho Spanish have had a chance to digest this natter more 
thoroughly. Fxiol advises no that his polios souroea have asked bin to 
be tholr eyes and oars end that they are particularly desirous of sotting 
: feedback on life in tho USSR* , 

v 
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It is our understanding that the irood is of Swedish origin, bought from 
a Finnish company which, Ih turn, contracted tho transportation out to 
the Soviets* The first ship is from Tallinn and X hay© a copy of the 
manifest. I don’t yet Imvo details on tho second but I believe I will 
be able to keep getting ocpios of the crow nenifost* Tho first ship 
brought 1500 tons of wood as ban the second* X understand that the total 
order consists of 15, GOO tons so at tho present x&to there oould be a 
total of f±ft5n9 ships involved* Xt io reported that the Japanese are 
also in tho bidding so it remains to bo soon how many mere Soviet ships 
will come. Tho prospect of mono ships is tho reason why I have at this 
point vetoed the idea of Sienkievioh getting on board the present chip. 
(While X was writing this ho oailod SViol here in Try office. The latter 
has agreed with at* hot to intervene to got Slenkicrvich cn board. Aooor4/^6 
to Sicnkievlek, who is prospering in this respect because ho fbolo that 
ho has a mandate freta Hollo (who gave Jim seme money fbr hie orew'-ontor- 
tainmont activities), the crow states that they have a radio on board with 
which they are in constant contact or direct contact, rather, with Lenin* 
grad. Sienkicvich is trying to oonvioo us that his getting on board will 
result in sons kind of inforwation-cathori ng inspection of such radio 
equipment, to HL’c benefit, but he is net a teohnioiaa.) 

X am trying to balance security common sense and the very explicit man- 
date X roooivod from Mr. Sorgeant when X cams on board (EL, not the ship) 
to not do anything to disturb our relations with the Spanish -ovemmontj 
on tho ono hand, with tho needs and mission of the Committee, ca the other. 
X have littlo control over the private activities of our employees and 
have not issued any clear orders in that rcopoot, even as a bluff, booauos 
of tho ambivolonoo of the local official position so X would vory nuoh 
appreciate your gui&anoe and instructions. ISany possibilities prooont 
thomoolvoo in this, for ua, rather unusual chain of events * Who knows but 
that wo may wind up with a dofeotor on our hands? X presume that wo would 
want to remain in tho background of any events that might roach tho news- 
papers, is that not correct? 

Hoping to hoar from you and with tho pres al es to keep you informed, 




/ 

00 . Kossrs. Dennis A Burgoner 
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Patrick X* Meads 
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